.
In Canada, western spiderwort is at the northern limit of its range. Besides the population in Alberta, it is found at one location in southern Saskatchewan and at three sites in southwestern
Manitoba (Smith 2001a , Goulet and Kenkel 1997 , Hughes 2001 Over the long term, increased spring moisture may lead to greater vegetative cover and dune stabilization, which have been cited as threats to the persistence of western spiderwort (Smith 2001a) . If loss of habitat to dune stabilization is indeed a threat, natural fluctuations in moisture (and hence spiderwort populations) may then be important to the sustainability of the population, by preventing sand dune habitats from becoming completely vegetated. However, many plants were found growing in stabilized sandhills amongst small shrubs, with high levels of flower and seed (capsule) production (e.g. see patch 8 in Appendix 1). In Manitoba, Goulet and Kenkel (1997) Wallis and Wershler (1988 seed bank (determine the role of the seed bank in maintaining this species as it fluctuates with moisture); and dune stabilization (determine if dune stabilization through a lack of disturbance is a threat to the persistence of this species). Manitoba has the largest population of western spiderwort in Canada, and has invested substantial research effort into this species (Goulet and Kenkel 1997 , Hohn 1994 , Hughes 2001 . Alberta biologists will need to coordinate and consult with other jurisdictions regarding their management strategies for western spiderwort. 
